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This month’s services schedule 
Date: 
December 

Candle 
Lighting 

Evening 
Service 

Shacharit/ 
Mincha 

Kriat 
Shema 

Maariv 
 

Shabbat 
Ends 

4-5 4:06 pm 5:00 pm 9:30 am 9:22 am 5:20 pm 5:07 pm 
11-12 4:06 pm 5:00 pm 9:30 am 9:27 am 5:20 pm 5:07 pm 
18-19 4:08 pm 5:00 pm 9:31 am 9:31 am 5:25 pm 5:09 pm 
25-26 4:12 pm 5:00 pm 9:34 am 9:34 am 5:30 pm 5:13 pm 

Learning 
Tuesdays at 8:00 pm – Weekly Talmud class led by Rabbi Roffman in the Beit Midrash.  

Special events in December 
Graduate Student Shabbaton – Shabbos of December 5th. 
Change in Prayers – On December 5th at Maariv we begin to say Ten Tal U’Matar in 
the weekday Amidah. 
Chanukah – First night on Friday, the 11th of December, and last night on Friday, the 
18th of December. 
Chanukah Party – The Streys will be hosting this year’s Chanukah party on Saturday 
night, December 12th, at 6:30 pm. Their address is 60 Aspen Lane, Stony Brook. 
Rosh Chodesh Tevet – Starts on Wednesday night, the 16th of December, and ends on 
Friday day, the 18th of December. 
 
Nachas News 
·  Mazel Tov to Bob and Sheila Schloss on the birth of a new grandson (see pics 

below). 

·  Happy Birthday to David Leib, Mario Aluf-Medina, Alex & Dmitri Milch, Zack 
Ebin, Yisroel Meir, and Rafi Linkoff.  

Kiddush 
The December Kiddush is sponsored by the Milch family.  The November Kiddush was 
sponsored by the Fines. 
 
Rabbi Roffman’s Monthly Message  
 
I’m sure that everyone is as upset as I am about the legislation declaring all Jewish 
schools illegal. The debate over it was so quick that it only took a few days to pass. It’s 
up to the Jewish people to do something about it.  



 
You haven’t heard of it? It was only 2200 years ago.  
 
How different Jewish life would be today if Antiochus had never signed that bill into 
law! The Jewish nation of the time was peaceful and had surrendered to Alexander the 
Great without even fighting. The Jews had been hand-me-downs from the Babylonians to 
the Persians to the Greeks and they had not tasted sovereignty for centuries. Many Jews 
had already adopted a Hellenistic perspective. Jewish chutzpa was at an all time low. 
 
Antiochus’ decrees added oil to a wick that had been burning weakly. He challenged us 
to stand up to a greater power that wanted more than just peaceful subjugation. He made 
us fight for our identity. When our later generations would be cast into foreign lands and 
surrounded by pressures to assimilate, we would bring with us a collective experience 
that was different from all previous experiences. We now knew how to say no to anyone. 
We now had inner fire. We now had true Jewish chutzpa! 
 
Amazingly enough, this lightweight of a holiday is the most widely observed Jewish 
festival. People jokingly comment that Chanukah today competes with “the other winter 
holiday”! Actually, this is exactly what Chanukah is about - recognition that we are 
unique. In America we are blessed that the only visible sign of warfare is the occasional 
battle between neighbors for the most gaudy holiday decorations.  Yet in our celebration 
we are reminded that we are committed to our Judaism and prepared to make a stand 
should the need arise again. 
 
Happy Chanukah 
 
 
Pictures from the Schloss Bris 
 

 

 


